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Lesson Plan Title:       Grade Level: 
EVERYONE IS SPECIAL       1 
 
Career Development Key Topic(s): 
SELF-AWARENESS 
 
Concept/Topic to Teach: 
AMAZING GRACE by Mary Hoffman 
OLIVER BUTTON IS A SISSY by Tomie DePaolo 
 
Academic Content Standards Addressed: 
SOCIAL STUDIES:  Identify ways individuals are unique. 
 
Specific Objective (s): 
Students will learn that each child is unique. 
 
Time Frame: 
One week 
 
Steps of Lesson: 
Read and discuss the book Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman.  Discuss uniqueness by 
physical attributes. 

Activity 1:  group in separate areas of the room by attributes such as eye color, 
hair color, heights, etc.   

 
Read and discuss the book Oliver Button is a Sissy by Tomie DePaolo.  Discuss how we 
are unique by the things we like to do.   

Activity 2:  Put a list of activities on a chart such as reading, drawing, sports, 
dancing, singing, building… 
Give each child 2 dot stickers (students are to put the first letter of their first name 
on each dot) and instruct them to put their dots beside the 2 activities that they 
like best.  Look at the chart and see how we are all unique and how we may have 
common likes. 

 
Review how we are all unique. 
 Activity 3:  Make a Glyph. 

Each child is given a paper plate (used as a face) and asked to follow these 
directions: 

a. If you are a girl, give your face blue eyes. 
b. If you are a boy, give your face brown eyes. 
c. If you like pizza best, make a triangle nose. 
d. If you like ice cream best, make a circle nose. 
e. If you like drawing best, make a mouth showing teeth. 
f. If you like sports best, make a mouth showing no teeth. 
g. If you like reading best, add yellow yarn for hair. 
h. If you like math best, add black yarn for hair. 

Display faces and discuss differences. 
 
 



Making a web of “I am Special” ideas. 
Activity 4:  Make a web of ideas.  Put “I am Special” in the middle.  Brainstorm 
ideas and add those ideas to the web.  Using the web as a tool, students are 
asked to complete the writing (attached).  Students are asked to illustrate their 
writing.  Put all illustrated writings together to make a class book. 

 
Discussing the jobs of our family members. 

Activity 5:  Discuss jobs mothers/fathers/grandparents, etc. have.  Discuss what 
makes them special for that job. 

 
 
 
 
Grouping: 
Individually and Whole class 
 
Assessment or Evaluation: 
Writing activity in Activity 4      Participation of individual students 
 
Materials: 
Paper plates, crayons, markers, yarn, chart paper, dot stickers 
 
 



 
 
 

____________________ is special. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
_______________ can _____________ 
 
________________________________. 
 
 


